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Nomination for
India’s  National Butterfly

Executive  Summary

Butterf l ies  are  ambassadors  of  nature conservat ion,  and they are  important 

biological  indicators  that  ref lect  the health of  our  environment.  To celebrate 

these nat ional  natural  treasures,  members  of  the Nat ional  Butterf ly 

Consort ium,  which was formed for  th is  specif ic  purpose from a broad 

spectrum of  nature enthusiasts ,  educators,  sc ient ists  and conservat ionists , 

organized a  Nat ional  Butterf ly  Pol l  in  September–October  2020.  C it izens of 

India  from a broad swath of  cultural ,  socia l ,  educat ional  and occupat ional 

backgrounds voted for  the Nat ional  Butterf ly  in  overwhelming numbers. 

The Kr ishna Peacock (Papi l io  kr ishna)  emerged as  the most  popular  choice 

for  India’s  Nat ional  Butterf ly ,  fo l lowed by the Indian Jezebel  (Del ias 

euchar is)  and Orange Oakleaf  (Kal l ima inachus) .  This  report  out l ines  the 

process  and results  of  the Nat ional  Butterf ly  Pol l ,  and requests  the Ministry 

of  Environment,  Forest  and Cl imate Change to take up the worthy cause of 

not i fy ing India’s  Nat ional  Butterf ly .  This  wi l l  promote an appreciat ion of 

our  country’s  deep connect ions to i ts  natural  her itage,  formal ly  establ ish 

an icon of  India’s  r ich insect  b iodivers ity ,  and create awareness  about 

the beauty,  d ivers ity  and conservat ion of  India’s  splendid butterf ly  fauna.
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Why D oes India Need a National Bu t terfly?

Butter f l ies  unite  a l l  of  humanity  in  their  love  for  these  colourfu l  creatures , 

and they br ing joy  to  young and old  a l ike.  They inspire  cultures ,  ar t  and 

fashion,  powerful ly  symbol iz ing the  inherent  quest  for  spir itua l  growth as 

represented by the  metamorphosis  of  a  modest  caterpi l lar  into  a  resplendent 

butter f ly ;  but  nonetheless  inspir ing at  ever y  stage.  Butter f l ies  are  a lso 

important  biologica l  indicators  that  ref lec t  the  hea lth  of  our  environment ; 

and funct ion as  ambassadors  of  nature  conser vat ion.  Thus,  butterf l ies  are  an 

apt  sy mb ol  for  the  character  of  India,  from the nation’s  ancient  spiritual 

mo orings  to  its  mo dern transformative  ambitions  in  e duc ation,  s cientif ic 

res earch and te chnolog y .

During this  t ransformat ion,  India  has  maintained its  s t rong commitment 

to  culture,  nature,  biodivers ity,  and the  environment ,  s igning major  nat ional 

leg is lat ion such as  The Biologica l  Divers ity  Act ,  2002,  and internat ional 

t reat ies  such as  the  C onvent ion on Biologica l  Divers ity  and Par is  Agreement . 

It  has  invested in  sett ing up long-term ecologica l  obser vator ies  and other 

programmes to  tack le  c l imate  change and biodivers ity  conser vat ion.  Notif y ing 

a  National  Butterf ly  w i l l  fur ther  s end a  p ositive  message of  c are  for  the 

env ironment ,  and of  pride  in  our  biologic al  heritage.  Butter f l ies ,  a long 

with the  f lowers  they v is it ,  are  of ten the  f i rst  wi ld  things  that  capt ivate  the 

attent ion of  a  chi ld,  inst i l l ing  a  l i fe long love  for  nature  and,  by  extension, 

conser vat ion.  A Nat ional  Butter f ly  wi l l  s t rengthen this  connect ion.

Final ly,  a lthoug h inver tebrates  compris e  the  majority  of  India’s 

bio diversity,  no national  sy mb ol  currently  repres ents  them.  A National 

Butterf ly,  as  an apt  and attractive  f lagship sp e cies ,  w i l l  commemorate  the 

r ich diversity  of  ins e cts .
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E col o gical,  E cosystem,  S cientific and 
Technol o gical Services P rovided by Bu t terflies

• 	 Butter f l ies  help  pol l inate  many wi ld  and cult ivated plants .

• 	 They are  an important  par t  of  the  food chain,  keeping plants  in  check, 

and in  turn feeding a  large  populat ion of  predators  such as  spiders , 

l izards  and birds .  Thousands  of  species  of  insect  paras itoids  sur vive 

exclusively  on eggs ,  caterpi l lars  and pupae of  butter f l ies .

• 	 Their  interact ion with plants  has  led to  such spectacular  adaptat ions  as 

product ion of  nectar  to  reward pol l inators ,  and secondar y compounds 

as  plant  defenses  against  caterpi l lars .  Many of  these  secondar y 

compounds are  important  in  t radit ional  and modern medicine.

• 	 S ome of  the  chemica l ly  wel l -defended butter f l ies  have  recent ly 

shown ant i-cancer  proper t ies .  The potent ia l  to  develop bio- inspired 

medicine  f rom such species  has  not  yet  been fu l ly  explored.

• 	 Nanostructures  in  the  sca les  of  butter f ly  wings ,  which produce many 

of  their  br i l l iant  colour  patterns ,  have  recent ly  inspired commercia l ly 

successfu l  i r idescent  and mult i-coloured cosmet ics  and paints . 

Ongoing research in  physics  and engineer ing labs  suggests  that  such 

nanostructures  may a lso  be  helpful  in  developing other  products  for 

the  21st  centur y.

• 	 Early  studies  focused on butter f l ies  and birds  were  important  to 

understand the  impacts  of  c l imate  change on distr ibut ional  ranges , 

breeding seasons ,  populat ion dynamics  and interspeci f ic  interact ions 

of  organisms.  These  studies  revolut ionized aspects  of  ecologica l  and 

cl imate  change research.
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Background on the National Bu t terfly C onsortium 
and National Bu t terfly Poll

India  is  one of  the  17 megadiverse  countr ies  of  the  world,  host ing four 

g lobal ly  recognized biodivers ity  hotspots .  It  i s  home to  over  1 ,400 species 

of  butter f l ies ,  many of  which are  endemic  to  India’s  biodivers ity  hotspots 

in  the  Western Ghats ,  Himalaya ,  NE India ,  and Andaman-Nicobar  Is lands . 

Hundreds  of  butter f ly  species  are  a lso  lega l ly  protected in  India  under  var ious 

S chedules  of  The WildLife  (Protect ion)  Act ,  1972.

To create  awareness  about  butter f l ies  among Indian c it izens  and to 

celebrate  our  nat ional  natura l  t reasures ,  butter f ly  enthusiasts  and nature-

lovers  f rom a l l  over  the  countr y  came together  as  the  National  Butterf ly 

C ons or tium to  nominate  India’s  Nat ional  Butter f ly  in  S eptember  2020. 

India  a lready has  it s  Nat ional  Bird ( the  Indian peacock) ,  Nat ional  Animal 

( t iger) ,  Nat ional  Tree  (Indian f ig  t ree) ,  Nat ional  Her itage  Animal  ( the  Asiat ic 

e lephant)  and Nat ional  Aquat ic  Animal  ( the  Ganget ic  r iver  dolphin) ,  among 

other  nat ional  icons ,  but  not  the  Nat ional  Butter f ly.  C onsider ing the  ecologica l 

importance,  conser vat ion s igni f icance,  and growing popular ity  of  butter f l ies 

among the  genera l  publ ic ,  there  has  emerged a  need in  the  past  severa l  years  for 

the  declarat ion of  a  Nat ional  Butter f ly.  Address ing this  much-felt  aspirat ion 

as  wel l  as  acknowledging this  groundswel l  of  support ,  the  c it izens  of  India 

in  S eptember–October  2020 par t ic ipated enthusiast ica l ly  in  a  nat ion-wide 

ef for t  in  a  t ru ly  democrat ic  fashion,  spear-headed by leading sc ient ists  and 

exper ts  in  the  countr y.  Read fur ther  about  the  C onsor t ium and the  Pol l  at : 

https : / /www.facebook.com/Nat ional-Butter f ly-Campaign-111639317349078.
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Bringing people to gether

In the  past  two decades  or  so,  nat ional  inst itut ions  as  wel l  as  c it izen 

groups  interested in  nature  have  made major  st r ides  in  document ing the 

divers ity,  natura l  histor y,  biolog y and conser vat ion s igni f icance  of  butter f l ies . 

It  i s  now widely  recognized that  India  is  one of  the  key  reg ions  for  preser ving 

g lobal  butter f ly  divers ity.  O ver  the  past  severa l  years ,  thousands  of  butter f ly 

enthusiasts ,  natura l ists ,  educators ,  conser vat ionists ,  and sc ient ists  in  the 

countr y  have  made considerable  e f for ts  to  popular ize  butter f ly-watching 

as  a  hobby among the  genera l  publ ic ,  and their  conser vat ion among the 

conser vat ion community.  Var ious  state  Forest  Depar tments  as  wel l  as  other 

reg ional  and loca l  inst itut ions  and c it izen groups  have  organized Butter f ly 

Fest iva ls  and other  events  focused on the  obser vat ion,  documentat ion,  and 

conser vat ion of  butter f ly  divers ity.  Notable  events  in  New Delhi ,  Kolkata , 

Bhopal ,  Mumbai ,  and B engaluru were  supported by the  Karnataka Forest 

Depar tment ,  NatureMates  Nature  Club,  B ombay Natura l  Histor y  S ociety, 

Nat ional  C entre  for  Biologica l  S ciences ,  and others  (see  the  fu l l  l i s t  of 

inst itut ional  organizers  and supporters  in  the  end) .

Star t ing with Maharashtra  in 2016,  severa l  states  such as  Kerala ,  Karnataka, 

Tamil  Nadu,  Uttarakhand,  and Arunachal  Pradesh have  a lso  declared their  State 

Butter f l ies ,  with  other  states  making ef for ts  to  do so.  These  ac t iv it ies  were 

crowned in  S eptember  2020 by over  50  reg ional  organizat ions  and thousands 

of  people  coming together  to  celebrate  the  Big  Butter f ly  Month.  These  ef for ts 

snow-bal led into  the  format ion of  the  National  Butterf ly  C ons or tium  to 

nominate  India’s  Nat ional  Butter f ly.  The C onsor t ium included members  of 

many of  India’s  prominent  nat ional  organizat ions  and inst itut ions  working in 

the  area  of  biodivers ity  research,  educat ion and conser vat ion.
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P ro cess of short-listing candidates
for India’s  National Bu t terfly

The Nat ional  Butter f ly  C onsor t ium members ,  consist ing of  top butter f ly 

sc ient ists  and other  exper ts ,  educators ,  conser vat ionists ,  and exper ienced 

natura l ists ,  ident i f ied the  fol lowing cr iter ia  for  shor t- l is t ing Indian butter f ly 

species  as  candidates  for  Nat ional  Butter f ly :

1 .  The butter f ly  should have  cultura l ,  ecologica l  and conser vat ion 

s igni f icance  for  the  nat ion as  wel l  as  internat ional ly.

2 .  The butter f ly  should be  char ismat ic .

3 .  The butter f ly  should have  an inherent ly  att rac t ive  biologica l  aspect 

that  is  engaging to  the  publ ic .

4 .  The butter f ly  should be  eas i ly  ident i f ied,  obser ved and remembered.

5 .  The species  should not  have  mult iple  forms.

6 .  The caterpi l lars  of  the  butter f ly  should not  be  harmful  or  a  pest .

7 .  The butter f ly  should not  be  too commonplace.

8 .  Species  that  are  a lready designated as  a  State  Butter f ly  should be 

avoided.

C onsider ing the  above cr iter ia ,  the  C onsor t ium arr ived at  a  l i s t  of  approx. 

50  butter f ly  species .  This  l i s t  was  fur ther  narrowed down to  the  f ina l  seven 

species  us ing a  scor ing system for  vot ing by a l l  the  C onsor t ium members .  

These  seven shor t l is ted species ,  with  their  key  features  g iven below,  were 

included in  the  Nat ional  Pol l  to  nominate  India’s  Nat ional  Butter f ly.
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Info:  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/780/Papi l io-kr ishna

1.  Five-b ar  Swordtai l  (Graphium antiphates) :  An 

elegant  colour  pattern and an extraordinar i ly  long 

sword-l ike  tai l  makes  this  butter f ly  unforgettable .  It 

occurs  in  the  evergreen forests  of  the  Western Ghats , 

E .  and NE India ,  and the  eastern Himalaya ,  which 

span three  cr it ica l ly  important  biodivers ity  hotspots 

of  India .  Its  dependence on evergreen forests  and its 

highly  seasonal  nature  make it  a  suitable  candidate  to 

highl ight  the  need to  conser ve  butter f l ies .

2.  Indian Jez eb el  or  C ommon Jez eb el  (Delias  euchar i s) : 

A v ibrant ly  patterned f ly ing jewel  whose  colour  scheme 

is  s imi lar  to  haldi  kumkum ,  which has  considerable 

s igni f icance  in  Indian culture.  This  bold pattern has 

evolved to  show of f  i t s  toxic  nature,  which protects 

i t  against  many predators .  It  i s  widely  distr ibuted in 

India ,  f requent ing gardens  and other  l ight ly  wooded 

areas .

Info :  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/514/Del ias-euchar is

Info:  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/532/Graphium-ant iphates

P rofiles of the seven bu t terfly species
shortlisted for the National Poll
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3.  Indian Nawab or  C ommon Nawab (Charaxes  bharata , 

pre v iously  k now n in India  as  Poly ura athamas) : 

The Indian Nawab is  widely  distr ibuted in  moist 

forests  across  the  countr y,  where  it  i s  eas i ly  seen.  Its 

robust  body,  powerful ,  fast  movements ,  intr icately 

embel l ished unders ide  of  the  wings ,  and the  shield-

l ike  head of  it s  caterpi l lar,  ref lec t  aspects  of  Indian 

roya lty  for  which this  group of  butter f l ies  is  named.

4.  Krishna Peaco ck (Papilio  kr i shna) :  One of  the 

most  beaut i fu l ,  large,  and exceedingly  char ismat ic 

swal lowtai l  butter f l ies  in  the  world.  The species 

represents  the  Himalaya—its  st ronghold—act ing as 

a  f lagship species  for  biodivers ity  and conser vat ion 

in  the  face  of  c l imate  change in  this  most  cr it ica l 

biodivers ity  hotspot  of  India .  The play  of  l ight  on the 

specia l  nanostructures  on its  hindwings  is  responsible 

for  the  br i l l iant  blue  colour  patch.  Its  name invokes 

among Indian people  a  deep cultura l  connect ion.

5.  Orange Oak leaf  (Kallima inachu s) :  The Orange 

Oakleaf  is  a  large,  colourfu l  butter f ly  with  a  beaut i fu l 

deep blue  sheen and a  st r ik ing orange band on the 

upper  s ide  of  i t s  wings ,  making it  immediately 

recognizable .  However,  i t s  unders ide  superbly 

resembles  a  dr ied leaf—a masquerade that  a l lows it 

Info :  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/571/Charaxes-bharata

Info:  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/780/Papi l io-kr ishna
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to  escape predators  in  the  moist  forests  of  centra l , 

nor thern and nor theastern India .

6.  Nor thern Jung le que en (Stichophthalma camade va) : 

An extraordinar i ly  large  s ize ,  beaut i fu l  cerulean-blue 

upper  s ide  and str ik ing red eyespots  on its  unders ide 

make this  one of  the  most  att rac t ive  butter f l ies  in 

India .  B eing powerful ,  i t  holds  it s  own against  smal l 

predators .  Although normal ly  conspicuous ,  i t  can 

blend into  the  forest  when it  rests  with  wings  folded 

on its  back.  S ome of  the  t radit ional  weaving patterns 

of  Mishmi communit ies  in  Arunachal  Pradesh,  where 

it  occurs  widely,  are  inspired by the  wing patterns  of 

this  butter f ly.

7.  Yel low G orgon (Meandr u sa payeni) :  The strangely 

angled wings ,  large  s ize ,  and br ight  yel low colourat ion 

of  it s  unders ide  make this  an instant ly  recognizable 

butter f ly.  It  has  a  powerful  f l ight  and a  habit  of  rapid ly 

f ly ing up and down hi l l  s lopes  and forest  s t reams of 

the  eastern Himalaya  and NE India ,  which is  an awe-

inspir ing s ight  to  behold in  nature.

Info:  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/740/Kal l ima-inachus

Info:  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/1149/Meandrusa-payeni

Info:  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/953/St ichophthalma-camadeva
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Voting by C itizens for the National Bu t terfly

We harnessed the  power  of  the  internet  and socia l  media  to  conduct 

a  nat ion-wide pol l  for  nominat ing the  Nat ional  Butter f ly.  With extensive 

publ ic ity  through nat ional  and reg ional  newspapers ,  T V and radio  stat ions , 

socia l  media  plat forms such as  Facebook and Twitter,  and emai l  l i s ts  of 

academic  inst itut ions ,  we were  able  to  reach tens  of  thousands  i f  not  lakhs 

of  people  across  the  length and breadth of  India .  This  included a  broad 

swath of  c it izens  f rom var ied cultura l ,  socia l ,  educat ional ,  academic ,  and 

occupat ional  backgrounds,  as  ev idenced by the  votes  that  were  eventual ly 

cast .  Nat ional  newspapers  such as  the  Times  of  India ,  Indian Express , 

The Hindu,  and Hindustan Times,  as  wel l  as  reg ional  newspapers  such as 

Loksatta ,  Maharashtra  Times ,  Lokmat ,  Saka l ,  Vikatan,  and Dinamalar  carr ied 

prominent  stor ies  about  the  pol l .  A Facebook page on the  pol l  increased its 

reach to  an extraordinar i ly  large  onl ine  community.

An onl ine  pol l  (conducted at  https : / / t iny.cc/nat ionalbutter f lypol l ) 

fac i l i tated vot ing f rom 10 S eptemb er to  8  Octob er  2020 ,  unt i l  the  end of 

Wild l i fe  Week.  The onl ine  and emai l  campaigns  throughout  this  month 

increased par t ic ipat ion f rom cit izens  across  var ious  walks  of  l i fe ,  f rom young 

students  to  ret irees ,  and f rom corporate  sec tors  to  government  agencies , 

including forest  of f icers  and sc ient ists ,  as  summarized below.
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A wind ow into voters
in the National Bu t terfly Poll

The month-long publ ic  vot ing y ie lded a  s igni f icant  response,  with  a total 

of  59,754 votes  represent ing c it izens  f rom a l l  the  states  and union terr itor ies 

of  India ,  including Andaman-Nicobar  Is lands  and L akshadweep.

Top 15 states with the highest votes:

Maharashtra: 18,887 votes

Tamil Nadu: 4,789 votes

Chhattisgarh: 4,754 votes

West Bengal: 3,678 votes

Karnataka: 3,198 votes

Madhya Pradesh: 2,841 votes

Kerala: 2,471 votes

Assam: 2,457 votes

Arunachal Pradesh: 2,368 votes

Rajasthan: 2,108 votes

Gujarat: 1,539 votes

Jammu and Kashmir: 1,402 votes

Uttar Pradesh: 1,386 votes

Delhi: 1,352 votes

Telangana: 822 votes
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M ajorit y of the voters were 

young:  A resounding 69% of  the 

voters  were  below 30 years  of  age, 

showing a  ver y  enthusiast ic  young 

populat ion that  is  engaged in  natura l 

histor y,  ecolog y,  the  environment , 

and nature  conser vat ion.

Voters were from a wide variet y of educational and professional 

backgrounds:  A major ity  (nearly  63%) of  the  voters  were  students  and 

teachers  (educat ion sec tor) ,  but  c it izens  working in  pr ivate  sec tor  as  wel l  as 

government  jobs  a lso  had a  st rong showing.  A smal l  proport ion of  the  voters 

were  associated with environmenta l  NGOs,  and a  smal ler  proport ion were 

working sc ient ists .  Thus ,  voters  represented a  fair ly  broad sect ion of  Indian 

society.
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Voters had varied rel ationships with bu t terflies,  and most 

participated ou t of their l ove for bu t terflies:  The major ity  of 

voters  had a  genera l  interest  in  butter f l ies ,  borne out  of  love  for  butter f l ies .  A 

s igni f icant  proport ion a lso  had a  more ser ious  re lat ionship with butter f l ies , 

as  butter f ly-watchers  and enthusiasts .  O ver  10% of  voters  had a  deeper 

re lat ionship with butter f l ies ,  as  ar t ists/photographers  or  research sc ient ists .
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Winner and runner-up of National Bu t terfly Poll:  The magnif icent 

Kr ishna Peacock won the  pol l  by  a  wide major ity,  fol lowed by the  Indian or 

C ommon Jezebel  and Orange Oakleaf .  The remaining four  species  combined 

received only  17% of  the  tota l  votes .  Thus ,  there  were  c lear  f ront-running 

contenders  for  India’s  Nat ional  Butter f ly.
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R ecommendations to the Ministry of E nvironment, 
Forest and C limate C hange

National  symbols  such as  the  Nat ional  Animal  and Nat ional  Bird inspire 

a  sense  of  unity,  pr ide  and purpose  among c it izens .  They a lso  highl ight 

the  st rong cultura l  connect ions  between India’s  people  and its  r ich natura l 

her itage.  Fina l ly,  they  underscore  the  need to  ensure  that  our  natura l  her itage 

cont inues  to  thr ive  and remains  the  spir itua l  core  of  our  biodiverse  nat ion.

With this  in  mind,  Indian c it izens  voted in  over whelming numbers  to 

nominate  the  Nat ional  Butter f ly.  From a  nat ion-wide pol l  that  att rac ted broad 

par t ic ipat ion f rom educat ional ,  research,  government  and pr ivate  sec tors ,  a 

st rong top candidate  emerged (Krishna Peacock;  see  below).  It  i s  the  pleasure 

and pr iv i lege  of  the  Nat ional  Butter f ly  C onsor t ium to  place  the  results  of 

this  Pol l  before  the  MoEFCC.  The Ministr y  in  its  role  as  the  custodian of 

the  ecologica l  integr ity  of  our  countr y  has  been support ive  of  c it izen- led 

init iat ives  and we hope for  it s  cont inued support  in  this  col lec t ive  endeavour. 

We urge  the  Ministr y  to  const itute  a  panel  of  exper ts  f rom prominent  nat ional 

agencies  and inst itut ions  such as  the  Nat ional  Biodivers ity  Author ity, 

Z oologica l  Sur vey of  India ,  Wi ld l i fe  Inst itute  of  India ,  and Nat ional  C entre 

for  Biologica l  S ciences ,  and representat ives  f rom State  Forest  Depar tments , 

to  review these  ef for ts  and results ,  and not i f y  India’s  Nat ional  Butter f ly.

Not i f y ing a  Nat ional  Butter f ly  wi l l  br ing into  sharp focus  India’s  s t rong 

commitment  to  the  preser vat ion of  biodivers ity  and mit igat ing impacts 

of  c l imate  change under  the  C onvent ion on Biologica l  Divers ity  and Par is 

Agreement ,  towards  which India  has  a lready made substant ia l  progress .  The 

not i f icat ion wi l l  fac i l i tate  a  long-term hea lthy engagement  between nature-

lovers ,  s tudents ,  sc ient ists ,  s tate  forest  depar tments ,  conser vat ionists ,  pol ic y 

makers ,  and the  ecotour ism industr y  across  the  nat ion.
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P eople’s  Top Three C hoices for

India’s  National Bu t terfly

Krishna Peaco ck (Papilio  kr i shna)

This  sp e cies  ranke d f irst ,  w ith 21,143 out  of  59,754 votes  (35.4%)

This  is  an extraordinar i ly  beaut i fu l  and char ismat ic  swal lowtai l  butter f ly, 

donning deep blue  and red spots  f ramed against  yel lowish-green bands  and 

resplendent  green sca les  on its  black wings .  The play  of  l ight  on the  specia l 

nanostructures  on its  wings  is  responsible  for  it s  br i l l iant  blue  and green 

colour  patches .  Its  name,  der ived f rom its  black and deep blue  colourat ion, 

invokes  among Indian people  a  st rong cultura l  connect ion (Lord Krishna is 

known for  his  dark,  bluish complexion) .
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It  i s  an att ract ive  candidate  to  be  India’s  Nat ional  Butter f ly  not  only 

because  of  i t s  superb colourat ion,  but  a lso  because  it  represents  the  Himalaya—

its  st ronghold—act ing as  a  f lagship species  for  biodivers ity  and conser vat ion 

in  the  face  of  c l imate  change in  this  most  cr it ica l  biodivers ity  hotspot .  It 

thus  represents  the  Himalayan and NE regions  of  the  countr y  where  forests , 

animals  and people  have  co-existed for  hundreds  i f  not  thousands  of  years , 

and where  the  former have  deeply  inf luenced the  culture  and customs of  the 

latter.  This  symbol ism is  important  for  a  diverse  and cultura l ly  deeply  rooted 

nat ion such as  India .

Males  and females  of  the  Kr ishna Peacock look s imi lar.  However,  there 

are  two subspecies  in  India :  (1)  the  subspecies  known as  Papilio  kr i shna 

kr i shna  Moore,  [1858]  (Himalayan Krishna Peacock)  occurs  in  the  eastern 

Himalaya  f rom Dar jeel ing and Sikkim to  Arunachal  Pradesh,  and (2)  Papilio 

kr i shna manipur i  Tyt ler,  1939 (Manipur  Kr ishna Peacock) ,  dist inguished by 

a  narrower  blue  patch on the  hindwing,  occurs  in  the  Manipur-Naga Hi l ls  in 

NE India .  Fur ther  subspecies  occur  in  N.  Myanmar,  S .  China and Indo-China.

ssp.  kr i shna
(Himalayan Krishna Peacock)

upper  s ide unders ide

ssp.  manipur i
(Manipur  Kr ishna Peacock)

upper  s ide
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The species  has  a  s ing le  generat ion per  year.  Adult  butter f l ies  emerge 

f rom pupae in  early  May,  and f ly  unt i l  ear ly  June.  During this  t ime they are 

commonly  seen f ly ing up and down the  mountains  and va l leys ,  of ten v is it ing 

f lowers  of  shrubs  and trees ,  f rom which they take  nectar.  Males  of ten sett le 

on wet  soi l ,  s ipping sa lts  and other  nutr ients  dissolved in  water  of  mountain 

st reams.

Females  lay  pa le  yel lowish-green,  round eggs  on the  kanukpa  t ree  (Euodia 

f raxinifolia ;  fami ly  Rutaceae) ,  on which caterpi l lars  subsequent ly  feed.  The 

pupae presumably  stay  dormant  for  a  stagger ing nearly  10  months ,  f rom about 

Ju ly  to  early  May of  the  next  year,  through the  cold  winter.

S ee  fur ther  images  and informat ion on this  species  on the  Butter f l ies  of 

India  website :  https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/780/Papi l io-kr ishna.

The Krishna Peacock occurs  commonly 
a long forest  s t reams f rom 1,000–2,500m 

asl  in  the  eastern Himalaya  and NE India

It  thr ives  in  Indian landscapes  where  forests 
and rura l  communit ies  co-exist ,  such as  in 

Sikkim (top)  and Arunachal  Pradesh (bottom)
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Indian Jez eb el  (Delias  euchar i s)

This  sp e cies  ranke d s e cond,  w ith 17,315 out  of  59,754 votes  (29%)

This  species  was  a  suitable  candidate  for  the  Nat ional  Butter f ly  because  it  i s 

widespread in  India ,  occurr ing ver y  commonly  in  urban gardens  and a l l  over 

the  countr ys ide,  where  most  people  can see  it  eas i ly.  It  i s  s t r ik ing ly  patterned 

with the  haldi-kumkum  colour  scheme,  which makes  it  especia l ly  appeal ing .  Its 

caterpi l lars  l ive  gregar iously  and feed on mist letoes  (especia l ly  Dendrophthoe 

falcata ;  fami ly  Loranthaceae) .  S ee  fur ther  images  and informat ion at :  https : / /

www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/514/Del ias-euchar is .
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Orange Oak leaf  (Kallima inachu s)

This  sp e cies  ranke d third,  w ith 11,180 out  of  59,754 votes  (18.7%)

This  species  was  an att ract ive  candidate  because  it  i s  br i l l iant ly  colourfu l  and 

dist inct ive  on the  upper  s ide.  Interest ing ly,  i t  looks  remarkably  l ike  a  dr ied leaf 

on the  unders ide,  helping it  blend in  its  forested habitats  in  the  Himalaya  and 

NE India ,  extending southward to  hi l l  ranges  of  centra l  India .  Its  caterpi l lars 

feed pr imari ly  on the  leaves  of  re lat ives  of  acanthus  (especia l ly  species  of 

Strobi lanthes ;  fami ly  Acanthaceae) .  S ee  fur ther  images  and informat ion at : 

https : / /www.i foundbutter f l ies .org/sp/740/Kal l ima-inachus .
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Appendix

Special Advisors

Prof .  K.  VijayR ag havan:  Pr incipa l  S cient i f ic  Adviser  to  the  Government  of  India .

Dr.  V.  B.  Mathur :  Chairperson,  Nat ional  Biodivers ity  Author ity,  Chennai .

Dr.  Kai lash C handra:  Director,  Z oologica l  Sur vey of  India ,  Kolkata .

Mr. Sanjai  Mohan,  IFS:  Pr incipa l  Chief  C onser vator  of  Forests  (Head of  Forest 

Force) ,  Karnataka Forest  Depar tment ,  Govt .  of  Karnataka,  B engaluru.

Dr.  Dhananjai  Mohan,  IFS:  Director,  Wi ld l i fe  Inst itute  of  India ,  Dehra  Dun.

Dr.  Manoj  V.  Nair,  IFS:  Deputy  Director,  L a l  Bahadur Shastr i  Nat ional  Academy of 

Administrat ion,  Mussoor ie .

Prof .  Kar thi ke yan Vasude van:  S enior  Pr incipa l  S cient ist ,  CSIR-C entre  for  C el lu lar 

& Molecular  Biolog y,  Hyderabad.

Prof .  C ami l le  Parmesan:  Plymouth Univers ity,  UK;  and CNRS and Univers ity  Paul-

Sabat ier,  France.

National Bu t terfly C onsortium Members

List  of  par t ic ipants  who helped def ine  cr iter ia  for  shor t- l is t ing and ident i f ied 
approx.  50  species  for  the  Nat ional  Pol l .  They are  l i s ted here  in  a lphabet ica l 
order,  as  surname,  f i rst  name,  des ignat ion,  and af f i l iat ion.

National  C o ordinators

Divak ar  Thombre:  S ecretar y,  Nat ional  Butter f ly  Club,  Mumbai .

Emai l :  d ivakar thombre@gmai l .com.  Ph:  9221-233-083.

Sharan V. :  Rhopalocera  and Odonata  Associat ion of  R ajapalayam,  Tamil  Nadu. 

Emai l :  roarrajapalayam@gmai l .com.  Ph:  9443-267-670.

Dr.  Vijay  Bar ve:  Research S cient ist ,  Purdue Univers ity,  USA.

Emai l :  v i jay.bar ve@gmai l .com.  Ph:  +1 352-745-5601.

Prof .  Kr ushnameg h Kunte:  Associate  Professor,  Nat ional  C entre  for  Biologica l 

S ciences ,  Tata  Inst itute  of  Fundamenta l  Research;  and Member,  Indian Foundat ion 

for  Butter f l ies ,  B engaluru.  Emai l :  krushnamegh@ncbs .res . in .  Ph:  9483-525-925.

24

NOMINATION FOR INDIA’S NATIONAL BUTTERFLY



Regional  C o ordinators  and C ons or tium Memb ers

1. 	 Dr.  Bhak are,  Mi l ind:  Eye  surgeon,  Maharashtra .

2. 	 Bhar ti ,  Sav ita :  Freelance  photographer  and writer,  Maharashtra ;  and Member, 

Indian Foundat ion for  Butter f l ies .

3. 	 Bhow mi k,  Suman:  Lepidoptera  C onser vat ion & Research Divis ion,  Wild 

Tr ipura  Foundat ion,  Tr ipura .

4. 	 B ora,  Atanu:  Ass istant  Professor,  Depar tment  of  Z oolog y,  Moran C ol lege, 

Assam.

5. 	 B os e,  Atanu:  Member,  Indian Foundat ion for  Butter f l ies .

6. 	 B os e,  Sar pita:  S enior  Research Fel low,  CSIR-IICB.

7. 	 C huri ,  Paresh:  Director,  Breathingroots  Pvt  Ltd. ,  Maharashtra .

8. 	 Dasgupta,  Jud hajit :  Journal ist ,  ABP Pvt .  Ltd. ,  West  B engal .

9. 	 G achhui,  R atan:  Professor  of  L i fe  S ciences  & Biotechnolog y Jadhavpur  

Univers ity,  West  B engal .

10. 	 Hane esh,  K.  M.:  Member,  Bangalore  Butter f ly  Club,  Karnataka.

11. 	 Dr.  Ir ungb am, Jatishwor Sing h:  Researcher,  Inst itute  of  Entomolog y,  Biolog y 

C enter,  Czech Republ ic .

12. 	 Karmak ar,  Tar un:  Curator ia l  Ass istant ,  Nat ional  C entre  for  Biologica l  S ciences , 

TIFR ,  B engaluru;  and Member,  Indian Foundat ion for  Butter f l ies .

13. 	 Madan,  S ohai l :  C entre  Manager  of  CEC-BNHS,  B ombay Natura l  Histor y 

S ociety,  New Delhi .

14. 	 Mhatre,  Sarang:  Butter f ly  Exper t ,  Madhya Pradesh Forest  Depar tment .

15. 	 Ogale,  Hemant:  Natura l ist ,  Whist l ing Woods,  Amboli ,  Maharashtra ;  and 

Member,  Indian Foundat ion for  Butter f l ies .

16. 	 Pande y,  R atindra:  Manager,  Uttar  Pradesh State  Tourism Development 

C orporat ion.

17. 	 Dr.  Patward han,  Amol:  S ecretar y,  Hope Nature  Trust ,  Thane,  Maharashtra .

18. 	 Per tin,  Minom:  Deputy  Director,  S ociety  for  Educat ion & Environmenta l 

Development ,  Arunachal  Pradesh.

19. 	 R angnek ar,  Parag:  Pres ident ,  Foundat ion for  Environment  Research and 

C onser vat ion,  Goa.

20. 	 Roy,  Ar jan Basu:  S ecretar y,  NatureMates  Nature  Club,  West  B engal .

21. 	 Dr.  Sadasivan,  Kalesh:  Research Associate ,  Travancore  Nature  Histor y  S ociety, 

Kera la .
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22. 	 Sark ar,  Vivek:  Research Assistant ,  Wi ld l i fe  Inst itute  of  India ,  Dehra  Dun, 

Uttarakhand;  and Member,  Indian Foundat ion for  Butter f l ies .

23. 	 Dr.  Sawant ,  Dattaprasad:  MBBS,  Junior  Resident  Doctor,  S eth GSMC & KEM 

Hospita l ,  Mumbai ,  Maharashtra .

24. 	 S engupta,  Ashok:  Post  Graduate  Teacher  in  C omputer  S cience,  Kendriya 

Vidyalaya ,  B engaluru,  Karnataka.

25. 	 Sharma,  Shak ha:  Ass istant  Professor,  Depar tment  of  Higher  Educat ion, 

Government  of  Jammu and Kashmir.

26. 	 Shetty,  Sammi lan:  C onser vat ionist  and Founder,  Butter f ly  Park,  B elvai , 

Karnataka.

27. 	 Sing h,  Saurab:  Director,  Jashpur Wild l i fe  Welfare  Foundat ion,  Chhatt isgarh.

28. 	 S ond hi,  Sanjay :  Trustee,  Tit l i  Trust ,  Dehra  Dun,  Uttarakhand.

29. 	 Dr.  Subramanian,  K.  A. :  S c ient ist-E,  Of f icer- in-Charge,  S outhern Regional 

C entre,  Z oologica l  Sur vey of  India ,  Chennai ,  Tamil  Nadu.

30. 	 Variya,  Mayur :  Wi ld l i fe  Biologist ,  Nature  Club,  Surat ,  Gujarat .

Image cre dits :
Kr ushnameg h Kunte:  C over,  C ontents ,  fac ing page  f rom p.  1 ,  p.  4 ,  p.  8  ( top) ,  p.  9 

( top) ,  p.  10  (a l l ) ,  pp.  12–13,  p.  20 ,  p .  21,  p.  27 ,  and back cover.

Ar jan Basu Roy :  p.  9  (middle) ,  p.  19 .

Divak ar  Thombre:  p.  8  (bottom),  p.  9  (bottom),  p.  22 ,  p.  23 .

Other  cre dits :
National  Butterf ly  Pol l  co ordination:  Divakar  Thombre,  Vijay  Bar ve,  Sharan V.

National  Butterf ly  logo:  Paresh Churi .

Data analysis  and f igures :  Vijay  Bar ve,  Sharan V. ,  and Krushnamegh Kunte.

Rep or t  w riting:  Krushnamegh Kunte,  with  contr ibut ions  f rom Divakar  Thombre, 

Vijay  Bar ve,  Sharan V.  and a l l  the  other  members  of  the  Nat ional  Butter f ly  C onsor t ium. 

Title  p age butterf ly  ar t :  Sharan V.

Rep or t  design and typ es etting:  Krushnamegh Kunte.

Sp e cia l  thanks  to  Dr.  R .  Suresh Kumar (S cient ist  E ,  Wi ld l i fe  Inst itute  of  India) 

and Anoopa John (design consultant) .
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